MONEY FOR POLITICS
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THE GREAT DEBATE about secret contributions by business
firms to the Conservative Party and its various front oiganisa-
tions raises such important legal and constitutional issues that
it must not be dismissed as a mere slanging match between the
two parties in this feverish pre-election period. To prevent this
from happening we must, first, be clear in our own minds as to
what this controversy is not about.

It is not about the right of any individual to subscribe his
own money to support the party in which he believes. Any-
body, in a free society, has an absolute right to do this and to
contribute to any organisation which is campaigning for causes
that he thinks right. This includes Aims of Industry, the
British Peace Committee, the Abortion Law Reform Society,
or the Movement for Colonial Freedom. No one is challenging
that right and it is not an issue.

Nor is this debate anything to do with the law governing
election expenses. This is regulated by the Representation of
the People Acts which lay down the amounts that may be
spent by, and on behalf of, candidates standing in elections.
Election law is concerned solely to prevent corrupt practices.
How the candidate gets his money is a problem for him, but
even if he spent stolen money he would commit no offence
under ekction law unless the total exceeded what is allowed.
To say that business contributions to particular candidates are
legal in that sense is meaningless. No one denies it.

Leaving these irrdevancies aside, there are five major issues
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